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I WORLD CONFERENCE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNIVERSAL SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEMS
Elements for an Agenda on Universal Social Security Systems  
Brasilia, December 5th,  2010

Brazil
The I WORLD CONFERENCE ON UNIVERSAL SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEMS gathered in Brasilia, capital of Brazil, from December 1st to 5th, 2010, 677 delegates from 90 countries, representing governments, grassroots movements, social movements and trade unions, academic institutions and intergovernmental agencies.   
The objectives of the Conference were: a) to recognize the right to social security as a human right; b) to contribute to the strengthening of universal systems; c) to identify common challenges and achievements;  d) to encourage countries, governments and societies to adopts universal, full and fair systems as valid, ethical and feasible alternatives, focusing on the production of public goods; e) to analyse the relationship between economic development and the strategies adopted by countries towards the eradication of poverty and building of equity between social classes, generations, genres and ethnicities; f) to open channels of communication and cooperation among governments, movements and academic institutions to develop policies, systems, services and actions as well as technological and human capabilities; and,  g) to provide elements for the construction of national agendas and an international agenda with the purpose of facilitating the development of universal systems of social security.  
The discussions evolved through self-organized activities, central panels and thematic  and regional sessions, which facilitated the exchange of experiences and the assemblage of a number of important contributions that have highlighted the complexity of the challenges for governmental and non-governmental sectors in the construction and qualification of universal systems of social security.  
At the core of the Conference there was the essencial debate of the universality of social security, included in the field of human rights, reaffirming universality, equity and fairness as its irrevocable principles and opposing itself to the discourses and practices of commodification of social policies.  
Accordingly, the Conference indicated the need to discuss Social Security in the context of a broader concept that includes not only social security, welfare, health and work, but also incorporates economic, environmental and food security, education, housing, access to justice, land, water, among others.
The reflexions indicated elements so as to understand that it is an atribute of social security, among others, to promote Decent Work, as defined by the Declaration of Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work – ILO/1998;  to combat poverty; to contribute to the overcoming of ethnic, racial and  generational prejudice, prejudice against people with disabilities and inequities of genders, among others. The ratification and implementation of ILO Convention 102 have been identified as the starting point for expanding the coverage levels of social protection, towards systems that effectively consolidate universalism as a premise of social security.   
  Evidence has also pointed towards the conclusion that universalization of social security  implies, above all, a political decision. Such decision requires setting the conditions for its viability, emphasizing the role of government in elaborating new institutional and financial organizational rationales, based on the understanding that universalism is opposed to focusing on a single points and assumes an inseparable  relationship between the economic and social sphere. Universalization requires not only that all men and women be included, but also that they have the same benefits and protections, with equity.

The I World Conference on the Development of Universal Social Security Systems, by allowing a plural space of reflective dialogue, launches at the international level a new democratic dynamic between government and non-governmental sectors in the field of social security, prospecting the possibility of constructing and improving this system. For this, it was  suggested that this debated should be transformed into political, permanent and prioritary agenda, at both national and international levels, in a perspective that overcomes the tendency of fragmentation among the different segments of society and the areas of governments.  
Furthermore, the importance of the participation of the the population as a qualifying element of democracy and the need to design the republican principles as guarantors of social justice were discussed.  
Concern was expressed regarding the restrictions imposed by the current economic and social crisis to the universalization of social security, considered by many as a primary means of protecting the peoples.  
Many participants manifested the desire to observe the continuity of the discussions proposed by this conference within the countries and regions, maintaining effective communication among those who were here, and recommending the execution of a Second World Conference on the Development of Universal Social Security Systems.  
The conferees reaffirmed the provisions of Article 22 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, that assigns social security as a right, ethically guided by the principle of human dignity and that settles it as an essential component for building more equitable societies.  
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